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gueras was that they were totally without Spanish
and Catalan newspapers, which gave rise to the
circulation of all manner of rumours. I give the
explanation of our political commissar for what it is
worth : "If wre start circulating newspapers here,
we cannot according to law prevent the dissemina-
tion of the Anarchist press as well, and in proportion
to the percentage of Anarchists, who are in the
majority."

When I left Madrid on leave for the first time and
asked Fermin what I should tell the workers in the
West, he answered with a smile : " But that is quite
simple, comrade ; tell them the truth and only the
truth. It is our best propaganda." A simple man
like Fermin had reached the same conclusion as
Lassalle, who in his famous allocution, " Proclaim
what is," declared this to be the fundamental
principle for the whole working class movement.
I used to question the truth of this dictum, and for
a long time spoke the truth but not the whole truth
lest our enemies should use its less favourable aspects
to their own advantage. For, as Bergamin once
expressed it, it is bitter to think of the satisfaction
with which certain utterances are likely to be quoted
on the other side of the trench. But I have grown
to realize that, while members of the party are
silent, the facts speak for themselves, and that we